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We are pleased to report that the University
commenced its new academic year in mid-September
and has gone very well so far.

The campus is fully open and the vast majority of
courses are being taught in-person, with an online
option for those students that need to arrive a little
later due the pandemic.

The University has worked hard to make sure campus
is safe as possible and complies to all the latest
pandemic measures, including one way flow systems,
advisory mask wearing in busy spaces and regular
deep cleaning. There is a free testing and vaccination
centre for all students and staff on campus.

It has been fantastic to see so many new happy
student faces on campus and we have welcomed
students from over 100 different countries and over
2000 new international students. This includes over
50 new students from Japan, a figure almost as high
as the pre-pandemic era and confirming Sussex’s
place as one of the most popular destinations for
Japanese students in the UK.

Development Studies remain the most popular
subject area for Japanese students and most
students are at the postgraduate level, but with a
sizable amount doing foundation or undergraduate.
The majority of these Japanese students have
already signed up and met with the Japanese Student
Society at their launch event in September.

The start of term follows a busy summer where the
Japan Country Officer, Kazuki Kido, based in Tokyo
BEO worked very hard and did an excellent job
preparing students for coming to the UK and Sussex.
The Japanese Alumni Society played a major role in
preparing students again with a very well attended
and well received pre-departure event in summer. As
in previous year’s, the University is eternally grateful

for this support and the fantastic help the alumni group
offer in this and big events like our first Development
Studies Week, which took place in March 2021 (and
will be repeated in April next year).

There have been a number of events in the first few
weeks of term, including a freshers fair, street food
market (in Falmer Quad), hybrid job fair and pop-up
coffee shops. For the most part we were lucky enough
to have some sunny days to welcome new and
returning students too. We even had our first post-
pandemic school visit — from a Japanese school
based in Sussex (Rikkyo School). We had 50 happy
Japanese students and teachers visit the campus to
get their first taste of a UK university (see photograph
below).

Campus is looking fantastic. The new East Slope
housing has been completed and looks very
impressive. Lots of the facilities have been
refurbished and new trees have been planted to
celebrate Sussex 60" birthday, this year. We are
excited to open the new Student Centre in spring,
which will provide a one stop shop for student services,
that had been build where East Slope Bar was
previously.

Given the success of 2021/22 so far, we are really
looking forward to this new academic year and the
possibilities it holds. We are working hard to input the
new university strategy which will help us succeed in
years to come, provide a fantastic experience for our
students and shore up our place as one of the UK’s
foremost progressive, sustainable and
interdisciplinary universities. ~ (James Minhas)
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